
849Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / May 13

munities to help make them safer and lower
the crime rate. We know that works; there
is clear evidence of that. In New York City
alone, after the comprehensive community
policing program established by the man who
is now our drug czar, Lee Brown, for the
first time in 36 years the crime rate actually
went down in seven major areas. So we know
these things can be done.

We know we have responsibilities to make
these areas more attractive. But if this em-
powerment concept can pass, then it will be
more attractive for you and people like you
all across America to take that extra risk to
go into places where there is an enormous
prospect of return if a whole lot of people
with no income all of a sudden wind up hav-
ing income and can be customers as well as
employees. And I hope all of you will support
the empowerment zones.

We’ve talked and talked and talked about
our cities and our drying-up rural commu-
nities for years. Democrats and Republicans,
they wring their hands every year, and noth-
ing ever happens. I say, let’s try this; let’s
see if it works. Let’s see if we can have a
public-private partnership that works. If it
doesn’t work, we’ll try something else. But
the one thing that we know doesn’t work is
more words. We’ve had more words for
years. We’ve had wars of words from people
across political and party and regional lines,
and that hasn’t worked, and that’s not ever
going to work. So I hope we can try this and
see once and for all whether the Government
can create an environment which makes it
more attractive for free enterprise to flourish
in areas where it hasn’t.

Finally let me say again, I appreciate the
burdens under which you labor. I recognize
that some of you, perhaps most of you in
this room, would pay higher personal tax
rates under the program I have proposed.
I hope you will support it anyway because
if we do it right, most Americans will save
more in long-term lower interest rates than
they’ll pay in higher taxes. The country will
be much better off if we can pass the expens-
ing provisions, the capital gains provisions,
the enterprise zone provisions. If we can
make our plan to ease the credit crunch
work, then small business in the nineties can
once again resume its proper role in America

as the true engine of our job growth, and
there will be more people like you with re-
warding stories to tell.

And perhaps most important of all, when
these kids grow up, they’ll have a chance to
be just as entrepreneurial as they have been
in getting themselves here today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Erskine Bowles, Small
Business Administrator.

Exchange With Reporters Following
a Meeting With Small Business
Leaders
May 13, 1993

Inflation
Q. Mr. President, could you respond to

the inflation numbers out today?
The President. Well, you know, I’ve

looked at them over the last couple of years,
and I think we have to watch it closely. But
there is, at the present time, no cause for
long-term concern. I want to watch it, and
we will be watching it. But it could be just
a blip. There are lots of things that could
have produced it. We’ll just have to see. We’ll
wait for a month or so and see what’s going
on. Unless there’s some underlying change
in the economy, it’s difficult to imagine how
we could have a significant upsurge in infla-
tion.

Deficit Reduction Trust Fund
Q. Do you think your deficit reduction

trust fund will be able to win support on the
Hill despite Domenici and Dole and the
other Senators criticizing it as a gimmick?

The President. The people that I’m con-
cerned about are the people who were pre-
pared to vote for responsible deficit reduc-
tion all along, the moderate to conservative
Democrats who are willing to vote for tax
increases as long as they know they’re going
to go to reduce the deficit. Bill Bradley called
for the deficit reduction trust fund also, I
noted yesterday. And a whole range of House
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Members from Charles Schumer to Charles
Stenholm did. And I think it will help to—
more importantly, I think that in the public
mind out there in the country, people will
see that it’s a double guarantee that the
money will go where we say it will go. So
I still think it’s a very good thing to do.

I didn’t expect it to move any of the votes
of people who say that they won’t vote for
a tax increase no matter what. But I must
say, the most encouraging thing on that is
the interview that David Stockman, who was
President Reagan’s Budget Director, did in
a magazine called the New Politics Quarterly
this month where he basically owns up to
the fact that the biggest problem with the
deficit is that they cut 6 percent of the na-
tional income out of the tax base in 1981 in
a bidding war. That was twice the size of the
tax cut that President Reagan originally in-
tended to offer to stimulate the economy.
And he says the impact of that has never
been overcome. So all we’re going to try to
do is redress that with some tough spending
cuts. And I think the public mood will be
far more supportive.

Q. Will you go along with a 35 percent
corporate tax rate?

The President. If that’s what comes out
of the Congress. I don’t know if the Senate
will vote for that. We’ll have to see. But the
changes made by the House Ways and
Means Committee don’t reduce the overall
contribution from the business sector. They
just shift the way it comes. And I think that’s
okay.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, do you hold out any

hope that the referendum in Bosnia this
weekend might result in some sort of face-
saving way to get out of this mess?

The President. The issue is not face sav-
ing. The issue is life saving. Face saving has
got nothing to do with it. The issue is wheth-
er the Bosnian Serbs are ready to have a seri-
ous peace process that will save lives, recog-
nize that all those people have some right
and some way to live in the piece of land
we now know as Bosnia-Herzegovina, and
confine the conflict so that it doesn’t spill
over and cause much more, much more seri-
ous political consequences for everybody.

And that’s what I hope. You know, I wouldn’t
say I ever have given up hope, but I’m skep-
tical about it. But it might produce some-
thing.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:24 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks to the University of Texas
Champion Wheelchair Basketball
Team and an Exchange With
Reporters
May 13, 1993

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I
am honored to be the first President to wel-
come the national intercollegiate wheelchair
champions to the White House. I have to
tell you that I am very impressed by this
group of fine young men. They’ve done some
amazing things. For the 3d year in a row,
the Moving Mavs from the University of
Texas of Arlington have brought home a na-
tional championship. I hear that they’re the
pride of UT-Arlington, that their home
games are drawing record crowds, and that
every time another banner is brought home
in Texas Hall the excitement and the enthu-
siasm of the fans keeps building.

I want to recognize a few of the people
who’ve been instrumental in this team’s re-
markable success: the driving force behind
the Moving Mavs, of course, the coach, Jim
Hayes; Ryan Amacher, president of the Uni-
versity of Texas of Arlington; and one of their
biggest supporters, my friend Congressman
Martin Frost, who just coincidentally hap-
pens to represent them. [Laughter]

I’m impressed with their winning record
and their hard work and determination. I un-
derstand that this team really reflects the pio-
neer spirit of Texas and does not flinch in
the face of obstacles. All of them are pioneers
not only in wheelchair athletics but in the
ongoing struggle in our Nation to obtain
equal opportunities on and off the court for
all Americans with disabilities, not inabilities.

They display the attributes of strength and
determination. They’ve practiced. They’ve
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